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the Western Kentucky 
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other rail information 
to: 
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 Bill Thomas 
 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
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(270) 825-4623 Home 
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bill@fbcmadisonville.com  

Next Meeting Monday,  
April 15, 2013, 7:00 pm 

Former Louisville & Nashville  
Railroad Station, Madisonville, KY 

 

Program Host 
Wallace Henderson 

 
Danny Koeber 
Refreshments 

NRHS Mission Statement 
National Railway Historical Society,  Inc. 
Mission Statement - The National Railway Historical Soci-
ety promotes railway heritage preservation and educates its 
members and the public about rail transportation, its his-
tory and impact, with a focus on North America.  

Objectives 
1. To foster the experience of rail transportation 
2. To develop and expand educational services and 

programs 
3. To build and maintain archives, to encourage and 

to support archival activities, and to disseminate 
information in archives 

 A. To increase collaboration between existing 
  archives 
 B. To develop listing of National and Chapter 
  archives 
4. To support preservation of memorabilia and  
5.   artifacts 
6. To facilitate association and networking 
7. To maintain and grow the organization 

In this issue… 
♦ Words From Our President 
♦ New Mystery Location  
♦ Photos From the Membership 
♦  (Lots of Alcos!) 
♦ Regional Rail News 

Tom Johnson 
credits his wife 

for the great egg 
salad at last 

months chapter 
meeting. Boy!  

It was good! 
Ed. 
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 And here’s to a happy April dear NRHS mem-
bers. Cool weather has been stubborn to give in to 
spring this year. Not that I mind so much, I do not 
look forward to the stifling heat, humidity, sunburn 
and bugs. Those four things aside, summer would 
be OK! But as discussed in previous meeting, sum-
mer brings people out and events to attend.  
     Matt presented the latest “calling card design” 
which was approved. Matt may have cards avail-
able this meeting if not, soon. When received, the 
members need to hand them out to potential mem-
bers, persons that seem to have an interest in trains 
in general and rail history specifically. These cards 
will hopefully generate a few members per year 
and help our Chapter grow. 
    Keith may have a report from Progress Rail as 
may Rich. This will be a delightful event when it 
does come about. Steve will have a report on the 
slide transfer equipment cost as was discussed at 
the March meeting and I will have a report on the 
video equipment that is in use at the Depot. 

Ricky’s RepliesRicky’s RepliesRicky’s Replies   
President, Ricky BivinsPresident, Ricky BivinsPresident, Ricky Bivins   
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    Steve will update us on the planned Tennessee 
Central excursion trip to take place this fall from 
Nashville TN. to Cookeville TN. Knowing full well 
not everyone can go, but Steve needs a confirmed 
list of members in order to purchase tickets at a dis-
count which will assure seating of members in one 
area. 
     Madisonville KY. Friday Night Live is coming 
up quickly Members. The Chapter has consented to 
have a display again this year. It would be nice if 
more members get involved in these events. Our 
displays are enjoyed by event goers and the mem-
bers present always have a good time. 
     We need to close out the “cabinet at the Mall” 
idea this month. If you have a railroad related item 
to display please bring it this month…said item can 
double as a “Show-N-Tell” item. 
     Looking ahead, May will see us in Hopkinsville 
as guests of our Members there so plan ahead. 
 OK Members, the meeting is “just around the 
corner” so plan ahead to Monday, April 15, 2013 at 
7:00PM. 

Ricky Bivins gives his 
new Williams by Bach-
man NYC GP-30 a few 
rounds on Don Clayton's 
layout.  

What are these monsters on the 
railroad???  Ricky’s grand daugh-
ters!  What fun! 

Attendees at the March 2013 meet-
ing get things underway.  Chaos 
will soon ensue as a CSX freight 
makes its way by just outside the 
door.   
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If you think you know the loca-
tion (city and state) of our mys-
tery photo, send your answer to 
m e  v i a  e m a i l : 
bill@fbcmadisonville.com, or 
mail to Bill Thomas, 1025 
Lakewood Dr., Madisonville, 
KY 42431.  Correct responses 
will be given special notoriety. 

Mystery Location Mystery Location Mystery Location ---   Where Are We?Where Are We?Where Are We?   

Here we find ourselves at a more familiar location than in the last 
picture we used from Georgia.  This area is known more for the 
natural mineral springs and baseball than anything else.  At least 
that’s what I’ve heard.  If you are pictured here, don’t even send me 
an answer, you’re disqualified. But my, how the years work on those 
ties.  I bet most of them have been replaced.  If you know the place, 
get some extra credit and tell me which way we are looking.  If you 
can name all those pictured, maybe the chapter member on the far 
right will buy you a Coke.  

Above: CSX Intermodal, Q124, northbound at S Latham, April 
6, 2013.  By Chuck Hinrichs 

A train made entirely of chocolate has set a new Guinness World Record 
as the longest chocolate structure in the world.  The sculpture, on display 
at the busy Brussels South station, is 112-feet (34.05 meters) long and 
weighs over 2,755 pounds (1250 kilos).  Maltese chocolate artist Andrew 
Farrugia spent over 700 hours constructing the masterpiece.  He said he 
came up with the idea of the train last year after visiting the Belgian 
Chocolate Festival in Bruge: "I had this idea for a while, and I said what 
do you think if we do this realization of a long chocolate train, you know, 
because a train you can make it as long as you like.  
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Left: Fred Ripley submitted this vintage 
shot:  ca. 1955, of WB train of N&W  
coal, leaving Columbus for Chicago on 
the PRR, behind two J-1 2-10-4's.  The 
train looks to be stopped when this photo 
was taken, but should have no trouble 
with two of these TX-types.). 
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Photo Section 
Left: Bill Grady shot this NS Op-
eration Lifesaver train on Pope Lick 
Trestle, east of Louisville. 

Right: Here is a shot of a 
(beautiful) pair of Squaw 
Creek ALCO units south 

bound towards Yankeetown, 
Indiana.  Early 1980s.  Sub-

mitted by Chuck Hinrichs. 
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      Rail FlicksRail FlicksRail Flicks   
      By Tommy JohnsonBy Tommy JohnsonBy Tommy Johnson   

 We are given front row seats as we observe the awe-
inspiring process of Santa Fe 3751's restoration under-
taken by members of the San Bernardino Railroad His-
torical Society.  The restoration of this 4-8-4 steam loco-
motive took place over a period of more than ten years 
beginning in 1981.  The 3751 was the first Santa Fe 
Northern type locomotive and it was the first one ever 
produced by the Baldwin Locomotive Works.  
 The San Bernardino Railroad Historical Society was 
established primarily for the purpose of this restoration.  
The dedication of these people is almost beyond belief.  
Many took leaves of absence from their jobs for up to 
one year and one member even took early retirement just 

to be able to work on this project full time. 
 If you have ever wanted to see a steam locomotive 
completely disassembled, here is your chance.  The 
3751 was torn down as far as a locomotive can be torn 
down.  The fire box was refurbished, the boiler flue tub-
ing was totally replaced, and every sub component on 
the engine was torn down and rebuilit. 
 Given the enormity of this project, it is truly a mira-
cle that it was completed successfully.  It only hap-
pened because of the dedication and the skills of the 
San Bernardino Railroad Historical Society members.   
I am very confident that you wil say that watching this 
video was an hour of your time well spent. 

Santa Fe 3751 The Restoration 
Pentrex 
Full Screen DVD 
1 Hr 
Trainvideodepot.com 
10/26/2012 
$24.95 total for this video and its counterpart, Santa Fe 3751 Return to Steam bought as a set  

In the late 1980s, the Indiana Hi-Rail oper-
ated the former Illinois Central line from 
Newton, Illinois to Evansville, Indiana. This 
railroad had a most interesting collection of 
mostly Alco built diesels from several differ-
ent railroads. Included was a pair of 2400 HP 
RSD15s which came from Peabody Coal 
Company but were originally built for the 
Santa Fe in 1959. Because of their long low 
noses, railfans referred to them as 
"alligators". Also on the roster was a C420 
built for the Delaware & Hudson, a 1800 HP 
RS11 from the Seaboard Air Line, and ex-
L&N C420s #1315 and #1332 (ex-Monon 
#515) and S4 switcher ex-Santa Fe #1519. 
"Chasing" a train on this railroad was a mis-
nomer as one would drive ahead to the next 
photo location and wait and wait while the 
train negotiated the notoriously decrepit track 
inherited from the IC. Today both the IHR 
and this line are long gone.   
 Wallace Henderson 

More photos 
on page 6. 
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Minutes Summary of March Meeting 2013 
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March  2013 Financial Report 

Minutes of West Kentucky Chapter NRHS 
for 18 March, 2013 

                  
♦ MINUTES: Approved of the Feb meeting. 
♦ TREASURER'S REPORT: Approved. 
♦ OLD BUSINESS: Our hand-out cards approval 

pending-looks good. E-mail address probably 
needs to be on it. Motion made and approved to 
buy 2500 cards. Keith will check with Progress 
Rail and with Jim Futrell about our potential 
trips. Steve will check on gadget for scanning 
slides and if soft-ware needed and will report 
back next month. 

♦ NEW BUSINESS: David Millen is having some 
health issues. Wally will send him a get well 
card {Done}. Matt will check into pamphlets or 
door-hangers. 

♦ ACTIVITY REPORT: Our trip to Monterey, TN 
is scheduled for Oct. 12.$47 is cost. Deadline for 
tickets is in 6 weeks. Motion approved and next 
month meeting we can pay. Auction for the 
Princeton RR Museum will be on April 15. to 
sell items therein. 

♦ DIRECTOR'S REPORT: Wallace had no report 
for this month.  Will have one next meeting. 

♦ NEXT MEETING: Monday 15 April, 2013 with 
Program by Wallace Henderson and 
(refreshments) by Danny Koeber.  

♦ Members present: 

1.Wally Watts 
2.Matt Gentry       
3.Tony Clark 
4.Donny Knight 
5.Bill Thomas 
6.Bill Ferrell 
7.Blair Terry 
8.Rick Bivins           
9.Danny Koeber 
10.Steve Miller 
11.Tom Johnson 

12.Rich Hane 
13.Keith Kittinger 
14.Wallace Henderson 
15.Bob Moffet 
16.Thomas Bryan 
 
GUESTS: 
1.Mike Keipp 
2.Kevin Conner 
3.Mike Darnell 
4.Jim Kington 

Don’t forget about our display 
at Madisonville’s Friday Night Live in 
June, July, and August! 
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 The Western Kentucky NRHS chapter is getting 
a group together for the Monterey Super Fall Foli-
age Excursion. The excursion is October 12, 2013 
and boards at 7:30AM at the TCRM in Nashville, 
TN. This is the 216 mile round trip, see the web site 
for details (http://tcry.org/pdf/13-10-12.pdf). This 
trip will sell out early so we need to act fast. 
 We already have enough people for a group dis-
count, so the ticket price will be $47.00 per person. 
In order to get the group discount all the tickets 
have to be purchased at one time with one payment. 
I need to have payment for the tickets by the next 
NRHS meeting on April 15, 2013 (I can accept the 
payment at the meeting.) If you will not be at the 
next meeting, you can mail me a check at the ad-
dress below. If you want me to mail your tickets to 
you please enclose a stamped self addressed enve-
lope. I plan on going to Nashville on April 16, 2013 
to purchase the tickets. 
 
Steve Miller 
2721 S Virginia St 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240 

I (Chuck Hinrichs) got a message from Jody Moore 
with Pullman Rail Journeys yesterday. 
 The regular runs of the first class private cars on 
the City Of New Orleans are beginning their regular 
runs next Friday, March 29. They will be running on 
two Chicago - New Orleans cycles per week with 
Chicago departures on Tuesdays and Fridays and 
New Orleans departures on Thursdays and Sundays. 
 The cars have been in the yard upside Union Sta-
tion for a while, so we knew it was coming soon. 
 This is a new venture, so it remains to be seen 
whether or not it will be viable as a long term opera-
tion. The cars look great on the inside, and these 
folks are really going out of their way to make it a 
first class operation. 
 These runs may be around for a while; too soon 
to tell. But I would suggest that anyone wanting to 
ride down the Mailine of Mid-America in the round 
end observation car Ponchatrain Club should take 
the opportunity sooner rather than later. 
 
For more information visit their website, http://
www.travelpullman.com. 

 Some of you may be familiar with the DVD se-
ries Great American Layouts by Allen Keller.  Some 
of the videos are dated.   
 I have the following:  1. N Scale Cumberland 
Valley System of Bill and Wayne Reid 2. Ken 
McCorry's Conrail 3. Howard Zane's Piermont Divi-
sion 4. John Armstrong's Canandaigua Southern and 
The Yosemite Valley of Jack Burgress 5. Lou 
Sassi's West Hoosic Division 6. Jim Providenza's 
Santa Cruz Northern 7. Bill Aldrich's New York, 
New Haven and Hartford and Bob Hayden's Carra-
basset & Dead River Railway 8. John Pryke's New 
York, New Haven and Hartford 9. Paul Dolkos' 
Boston & Maine New Hampshire Division 10.  W. 
Allen McClelland's Virginian & Ohio and Rick 
Rideout's L&N Henderson Subdivision 11.  Dick 
Elwell's Hoosic Valley Railroad and Gil Freitag's 
Stony Creek & Western 12.  Lance Mindheim's Chi-
cago, Indianapolis and Louisville 13.  Weathering 

Techniques, Creating Scenes, and Building Struc-
tures.  14. Bob Brown’s Tuolumne Forks Railroad. 
 If you would like to borrow one or more, just let 
me know, Bill Thomas. 

Above: Union Pacific ES44AC 7886 passes the detector at 
Busby Station Rd north of Robards with Q515.  UP power 
has become a semi regular sight on the Henderson Sub in the 
last two months.  Thomas Bryan 
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PENNYRAIL 
% Bill Thomas, Editor 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 

TIMETABLE #110 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF RAILFANS ONLY 

• West Kentucky NRHS Chapter Meeting - Monday, 
April 15, 7pm, The Center (former L&N depot), 
Madisonville, KY 

• West Kentucky NRHS Chapter Meeting - Monday, 
May 19, AT HOPKINSVILE, KY 

• Indiana Railway Museum - Open for Business 
• Kentucky Railway Museum - Train Robbery Weekend 

April 27-28 - www.kyrail.org for more info. 
 
If you know of regional events we can put on the 
Timetable, please forward those to me, 
bill@fbcmadisonville.com. 

VISIT THE CHAPTER WEB SITE: http://www.westkentuckynrhs.org 
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National Railway Historical Society 
www.nrhs.com 

Railway Preservation News 
www.rypn.org/ 

Kentucky Railway Museum 
www.kyrail.org/ 

Indiana Railway Museum and French 
Lick Scenic Railway 

www.indianarailwaymuseum.org 
Illinois RR Historical Society 

http://icrrhistorical.org/ 
Illinois Railway Museum 

www.irm.org/ 
Tennessee Central  
Railway Museum 

www.tcry.org/ 

“ P E N N Y R A I L ”  i s  y o u r 
publication.  If you have 
photographs or other material of  
current or historical interest that 
you would like to share with 
Chapter members, your editor 
would appreciate hearing from 
you.  Your material will receive 
the best of care while being 
readied for publication.  Your 
help is appreciated.      
Bill Thomas, editor 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com 

AS RAILFANS WE ARE OFTEN 
AT TRACKSIDE AND IN 
P O S I T I O N  T O  O B S E R V E 
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS 
T H A T  C O U L D  A F F E C T 
R A I L R O A D  S A F E T Y  O R 
SECURITY.  KEEP THESE 
NUMBERS HANDY TO REPORT 
INCIDENTS. 
BNSF   800-832-5452 
CN/IC  800-465-9239 
CSX  800-232-0144 
NS  800-453-2530 
UP  888-877-7267 
Amtrak 800-331-0008 

Searchlight Signals stand guard at South Henderson while 
the rear of Q515 passes.  Thomas Bryan 


